
Documentation Report: Meeting with Mayor Caloy Baldo

Camalig is a small municipality situated at the province of Albay known for its popular food like 
“Pinangat” and the different tourist spots like the “Sumlang Lake”.

The Municipality of Camalig is dreaming of a Municipality that has Organic Tourism. Organic tourism is 
developing the farms into tourism destinations. According to Mayor Baldo, they are trying to persuade 
the small farmers to convert their farms into organic farms and later on the municipality of Camalig will 
help them to promote their farms as a new tourist destination in their municipality. According to Mayor 
Baldo making the farms as a tourist destinations it  will assures the sustainability of the farms and it will 
help the farmers to generate income and as well as the LGU of Camalig. The LGU already started this by 
visiting existing Organic farms and promoting them to the people of Camalig.

The challenge in achieving this dream is that the people of Camalig is not aware and the information 
disseminated to them in Organic Agriculture is less that’s why it is hard for the people of Camalig 
especially the farmers to accept Organic Agriculture.  To address this challenge the Municipality of 
Camalig is doubling their efforts to give awareness to their constituents about the importance and 
impact of Organic Agriculture to them.

To achieve that dream the LGU of Camalig allocates budget for Agriculture and that budget is used to 
give Organic fertlizers, seedlings and also they are rendering farming technology through seminars and 
workshops with the help of the MAO and other organic agriculture practitioners. According to Mayor 
Baldo the Municipality of Camalig receives less support from the government but it will not stop them to 
transform the conventional farms into Organic farms, because of that the LGU of Camalig is planning to 
established an Organic Demo-Farm that is accessible to ordinary farmers and persons inorder to 
increase awareness and to promote Organic Agriculture.

According to Mayor Baldo the time has come, people should avoid themselves eating foods with 
chemicals and people should start to practice organic farming to assure safe food for their family and to 
lessen the chemical intake in their body inorder for them to have a healthy and long life.



Meeting with the Focal Person of MAO Daraga in Organic Agriculture

The Focal Person of OA in Daraga is Mr. Edwin S. Rebancos. He is a part-time instructor in TESDA about 
OA and he is also a legitimate farmer according to him.

The MAO of Daraga supports OA by providing trainings, workshops, Manpower and they are helping the 
farmers to get equipment from DA through referrals. According to Mr. Rebancos, the previous 
administration of LGU Daraga allocated less budget on OA that’s why it affects the mobility of their 
department and as well as the projects that they are trying to implement.

Mr. Rebancos believed that in planning for the AIP of their Municipality all of the personnel of the 
various departments especially those focal persons must be involve in making the plan and programs 
that is inside the AIP of a certain Municipality because based on his experience only the department 
heads and some of their colleagues are involve in making the plans for their whole department hence 
their proposed plan for their respective area doesn’t have enough budget since in the planning phase 
they are not involve.

In this case if they receive less budget or no budget at all, they are trying to source out funds and 
supports to the Province or the Region just to make sure that the programs that they wanted to 
implement will materialize.

The focus of the MAO of Daraga is to establish more demo farms in their municipality and help them 
also to make their small farms into a new tourist destination in their municipality. The MAO of Daraga 
already starting to rehabilitate eight farms that is previously dependent on Synthetic Chemicals and 
those farms in the present is in transition phase. The MAO also established Composting Facility for the 
Biodegradable waste that the Solid Waste Management collects. The composting facility produced 
organic fertilizers that can be used by the small farmers that the municipality is helping.

The challenges experience by the Mao in promoting OA.

1. The public doesn’t appreciate OA.
2. The Monofarmers wanted to stay in using chemicals since it fasten the growth of their crops.
3. The consumer is not well oriented when it comes to the pricing of Organic products
4. The farmers stay in conventional way of farming because they doesn’t have the fund to become 

an organic practitioners.
5. The certification also is a big deal for those farmers since it is their only proof that they are 

producing organic products.

The suggestion of the Focal Person of MAO in OA are the following:

1. Practice participatory governance
2. Include OA in the Seal of Good Governance.
3. Continuous monitoring of the OA focal persons in different LGUs.
4. The LGU should establish partnershipsin different OA practitioners to widen the network. 
5. OA must be a separate program. OA must not a ride-on on programs in rice, corn and other 

crops.
6. The government should have the full support on OA and not minimal supports.




